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Introduction 

This innovative guide (Intellectual Output 05-IO5) complements The Guide Addressed to Teachers 
on How to Use CLIL in Primary Schools for Innovative Activities on Cross-curricular Topics: Global 

Citizenship, Environmental and Financial Education  (Intellectual Output 04-IO4) and is addressed to 
teachers with the aim to specifically help them reach out to parents and show them how to be active 

players in their children's education. Parent involvement is critical in CLIL for YEC as these CLIL 
lessons are designed to promote active learning and social activities also outside the classroom, in 
the community through a series of actions that involve other stakeholders locally, as well as other 
schools abroad through virtual exchanges in order to have an impact on communities at large.  

¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘκ ŎŀǊŜǊǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀǎǎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ /ƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ 
ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΥ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇΣ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘΦ LŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ 
ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎΦ 

/[L[ ŦƻǊ ¸9/ Ŏŀƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ƻƴ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ǝƻ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ 

ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ōȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘŀǎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎΦ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ κ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǇƭŀȅΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 
ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ 

Since the lessons also involve other stakeholders in the community such as libraries, banks, local 

businesses and local authorities, NGOs, charities, as well as virtual exchanges with other partner 
schools to share lessons and experiences, parent involvement should also be seen as resource and 
a helping hand to the advantage of all parties concerned. 

This Guide will refer to parents meaning all the parties involved in supporting children at home after 
school such as foster parents, carers, grandparents and other family members. 

Most paragraphs have a section called Actions that refers to a quick list of the key points (bullet 
points) presented in each section of this Guide for easy reference for teachers.  
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1 How to explain CLIL to students' 

parents/families: the approach and the 

methodologies  

1.1 How to explain CLIL to parents 

Even if CLIL has been around for many years and has a consolidated use in many schools throughout 

Europe, parents may not be familiar or fully aware of its implications and effectiveness for improving 
language acquisition. They tend to think that a foreign languages (such as English, in our case) is a 

separate subject or an extra curriculum activity. Therefore it is essential that parents are introduced 
to the innovative and holistic nature of CLIL. Although there is an awareness of the importance of 

English to children's future nonetheless some parents may consider the idea of CLIL lessons not 
suited for such young learners:  

They may struggle to understand how their children, who are still at primary school, could learn a 
topic or subject matter in a foreign language while they are still learning their own native 
language. English is perceived generally as a subject, based on learning songs, colours, animals, 
numbers and simple phrases through fun language lessons.  

Consequently, it is crucial that teachers are able to explain in clear and concise manner the benefits 

of CLIL to parents in order to overcome any misconception that they may have with regards to 
the idea that a subject matter can only be taught in the native language of students. Another 

concern that parents might have is that CLIL may affect their children's performance particularly 

when it comes to learning of a school subject in English or even worry it may interfere with their 
children's native language development. 

Based on this assumption the first step is to clarify what is meant by CLIL. Parents need to 
understand and become aware that the methodologies and the approach that are used in a 
lesson is designed to facilitate learning of content or a topic using a foreign language. What 
really needs to be underlined and explained is how learning can be supported through the 
exploration of different methodologies as children learn differently from a traditional lesson. 
So instead of being fed all the information, they are encouraged to reach their own conclusion 
and understanding of the subject matter or topic that is presented by the teacher. 

!Ŏǘƛƻƴǎ  

Teachers may want to refer to the actions list below to present and explain the dynamics of CLIL 
lessons: 






































































